The Ashridge Estate covers 6 square miles of woodlands,
commons, downland and farmland in Hertfordshire and
Buckinghamshire. Most of this land is open access to the public
and is owned and managed by the National Trust. The area
supports an amazing diversity of birdlife including goldcrest
and the lesser-spotted woodpecker. Wild fallow deer are a
common sight and muntjac deer, badgers and the rarely found
dormouse are also resident. The main focal point of the Estate
is the granite Monument erected in 1832 to the 3rd Duke of

Bridgewater, the Canal Duke.

The Ashridge Drovers Walk follows typically Chiltern sunken lanes
that criss-cross the area. This network of ancient green lanes
would have been used over hundreds of years to move livestock
from the villages of Aldbury, Ivinghoe and Pitstone to their
common lands. This movement of livestock was called droving.

The paths used for droving had to be wide enough to
accommodate cattle at least two abreast. You will notice on
several paths that ancient hedgebanks and ditches with steep
sides often enclose the paths. These sunken tracks are known as
hollow-ways and many of the routes on this walk are informally
known by descriptive names, such as 'Back Hollow!

Much of this walk is through common land. Common land is
unusual, insofar as the ‘commoners' have rights to grazing and
other activities, such as cutting turf, although they are not the
owners of that land. There are very few commoners left today. The
three villages surrounding the Ashridge Estate, Pitstone, lvinghoe
and Aldbury, have their respective commons within the Estate.

These three commons would have been clear of woodland as
recently as one hundred years ago. The commons within Ashridge
were then used to graze cattle, sheep and pigs from the adjacent
villages. Fuel for heating homes was also collected from the
commons along with bedding for animals and heather and birch
for making brooms.

Most commons were heavily grazed and, over the centuries, lost
their woodland cover except for a few large trees. There has been
very little grazing in the last hundred years and, as a result, many
commons have been re-colonised by woodland. What you see
today is a mixture of open grassland, ancient trees and relatively
new woodlands.

This is one of a through
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB). It follows

most of which are waymarked as follows:

Footpath (walkers only)
Bridleway (horse riders, cyclists and walkers)
Byway open to all traffic

Restricted Byway (horseriders, cyclists, walkers
and non-mechanically propelled vehicles)
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Please be considerate in the countryside - keep
to footpaths, especially through crops, and
leave farm gates as you find them.
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Refreshments are available on the walk route in
the village of Aldbury, where there are two public
houses, or at the Visitor Centre at the Bridgewater
Monument.

The Friends of Ashridge is an active support
group which, by subscription and voluntary work,
helps to ensure that the Ashridge Estate is
conserved and enhanced for the enjoyment of all
its visitors. If you would like further information
about the Friends of Ashridge contact them on
01442 865821.
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works with communities in Hertfordshire and
north London to help care for and enjoy the

countryside. For more information or further
walks in the area contact:

email: west.cms@hertsce.gov.uk

website: enquire.hertscc.gov.uk/cms/
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