Offley Palace is said to have been built in the eighth
century by the Saxon King, Offa, from whom the village
probably takes its name. According to local legend, Offley
Palace once stood where Offley Place, currently a training
and conference centre, now stands. However, it may have
been at Little Offley, one of four manor houses in the
parish. Much of it was built in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries.

The Three Springs Walk

With its sunken lanes, ancient hedges and irregularly shaped
fields, the countryside around Offley is in many ways typical
of much of the Chilterns. The sheep grazed meadows south of
the Red Lion were once commonplace but are now unusual in
this largely arable area.

While most of the route is through open farmland, there is
much to be seen and enjoyed in the surviving hedgerows and
small woodlands or 'springs. Just past the second kissing gate
is a huge ash, distinguished by its pale grey, ridged bark and
multiple stems growing from a trunk bent onto its side. The
tree's shape suggests that it was once a landmark or
boundary tree, possibly laid as part of a hedge.

Following the byway to Glebe Farm, a strip of woodland and
remnant hedge marks the historic boundary between Lilley and
Offley parishes. You may see pheasant among the coppiced
hazel and mature beech trees, a clue perhaps as to why this
woodland cover has been allowed to survive. Elsewhere hedges
have fared less well; some grubbed out to make way for farm
machinery. Even here, we can still enjoy what remains - the
lone holly bushes and pollarded hornbeam on Luton White Hill,
and the broken line of oaks in the fields north of the A505.

Above Lilley Hoo Farm, the woodland makes a welcome change
from open countryside. These trees are relatively young, having
grown up on formerly grazed common land. Other wooded areas
have been there much longer, as their names suggest. Mazebeard
Spring, Newfield Spring and Mead Springs were probably small
areas of coppiced woodland, the word spring referring to the
regrowth of shoots from trees cut close to the ground. This
traditional method of woodland management ensured a regular
supply of material for fencing stakes and rural crafts.
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AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY



I the three springs walk (short)
[0 the three springs walk (long)
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